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HOW SAFETY 
FIXES HAVE 
CHANGED 
AUSTIN ROADS 


NEW DETAILS COMMUNITY OUTREACH 
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Community Inn, one of the largest tiny house B&Bs in the country, is tucked in an area apart from the village. 


Feeling right at home 


East Austin B&B nestled in community for ex-homeless. 


By Nancy Flores 
nflores@statesman.com 


When Kelley Gatewood needed 
a solo getaway this summer, she 
headed from Dallas to Austin to 
spend a night in a tiny house 
set on the property of Commu- 
nity First Village, a 27-acre mas- 
ter-planned community for for- 
merly homeless people in East 
Austin. 

Gatewood didn’t realize it at 
the time, but booking that one 
night at the village’s Community 
Inn — where guests from all walks 
of life can stay in tiny houses, 
Airstream trailers or tepees — 
changed her life. 

The Community Inn opened last 
spring and has become one of the 
largest tiny house bed-and-break- 
fasts in the country, with plans 
to continue growing, according 


to Mobile Loaves & Fishes, the 
nonprofit behind the Commu- 
nity First Village. Last summer, 
Texas A&M University donated 
three tiny houses built by con- 
struction science students. And 
there are plans to add a yurt for 
rent in early 2018 as well as a ren- 
ovated former Hey Cupcake Air- 
stream for guests to use. 
Mobile Loaves & Fishes 
announced plans in November 
to start a $60 million capital cam- 
paign to expand the village, which 
soon will reach its capacity for 
former chronically homeless men 
and women. The expansion is 
expected to allow the nonprofit, 
which houses more than 200 res- 
idents, to add about 350 homes. 
“Our overarching vision is to 
empower the community around 
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STATESMAN IN-DEPTH GEORGETOWN AIRPORT 


$60M Georgetown airport plan riles some 


Master plan proposals 
renew neighbors’ calls 
to relocate facility. 


By Claire Osborn 
cosborn@statesman.com 


A 20-year proposed master 
plan for the Georgetown Munic- 
ipal Airport that includes a lon- 
ger runway, the possible buyout 
of up to 30 homes and the addi- 
tion of 220,000 square feet of 
hangars at a cost of nearly $60 
million has renewed calls from 
local residents to move the facil- 
ity to another location. 


“These are major expansion 
plans,” said Rich Gottleib, who 
bought his home this summer. 
“When I bought near the airport, 
this was not in the plans I saw for 
it. This is really valuable land. Sell 
it to some developer, get rid of it 
and put the airport out in Hutto or 
somewhere there is open land,” 
he said. 

The consultants who did the 
master plan, Coffman Associates, 
have estimated that moving the 
533-acre airport and bringing it 
up to its current capabilities is 
not a viable alternative because 
it would cost up to $321 million. 

The proposed master plan, 


Blue Aggie is one of 16 units 
available for people to stayin 
at Community Inn. PHOTOS BY ANA 
RAMIREZ / AMERICAN-STATESMAN 


which calls for $59.5 million to 
be spent on 52 projects during 
the 20-year period, will be con- 
sidered by the Georgetown City 
Council in late February. 

The plan has identified about 
$50 million of the costs as being 
eligible for grants from the Texas 
Department of Transportation, 
with the rest being covered by 
the airport, said Russ Volk, the 
airport manager. 

Airport traffic includes busi- 
ness jets and private planes but 
no commercial aircraft. The air- 
field has two runways and 45 facil- 
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SHARING 
LAND 


Hill Country ranch 
now acamp for kids 


SPORTS, Cl 


GRADING NEW 
HORNS: HOW 
THE SIGNEES 
STACK UP 


GOVERNMENT SPENDING COURTS 


System tracks how 
busy judges in Travis 
County courts are. 


By Tony Plohetski 

and Ryan Autullo 
tplohetski@statesman.com 
rautullo@statesman.com 


How hard do Travis County’s 
judges work? 

For years, some in the coun- 
ty’s criminal justice community 
have quietly suggested that a few 
of them don’t earn their keep, 
questioning their caseload and 
workday schedules, particularly 
as the judges pushed to increase 
their numbers to contend witha 
rising population. 

Travis County Judge Sarah Eck- 
hardt recently launched a new 
method to track how busy the 
judges are in the 19 county-funded 
civil and criminal courts. She says 
it’s about transparency and fis- 
cal responsibility. 

But some of the judges say her 
statistics won’t provide an accu- 
rate appraisal of what they do. 

“Tt is our job as a Commission- 
ers Court to manage the budget, 


TRUMP PRESIDENCY 


Workload 
of judges 
scrutinized 


including our largest investment, 
which is our civil and criminal 
justice system,” Eckhardt said. 
“From a budget standpoint, we 
want to put measurements in 
place to ensure that our invest- 
ment is a wise one.” 

A number of judges originally 
balked at Eckhardt’s idea to gather 
information on their workload. 

During an October meeting of 
the Commissioners Court, Eck- 
hardt said: “Judges got pretty 
excited in a not-positive way. ... 
I said to a couple of them, ‘I’m 
not trying to get you.’ If you talk 
to a judge about why this num- 
ber looks like this and somebody 
else’s number looks like that, 
there’s a lot of good information 
to gather about why things are 
the way they are.” 

Taxpayers spend about $1.5 
billion on the county’s justice 
system annually, including the 
costs of operating the jail, law 
enforcement, and the civil and 
criminal courts. 

Over the years, the county also 
has contended with adding courts 
and new judges to staff them. It 
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Trump faces hefty 
legislative agenda 


President returns from 
Florida trip, fires angry 
tweets at Iran, Pakistan. 


By Catherine Lucey 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — The glamour of 
his holiday break behind him, 
President Donald Trump returned 
to the White House on Monday 
night to face a hefty legislative 
to-do list, critical midterm elec- 
tions and perilous threats abroad. 

Trump started his second year 
in Washington after a lengthy 
sojourn at his private club in Palm 
Beach, Florida, capped by a New 
Year’s Eve bash. Before his depar- 
ture for the capital, he fired angry 
tweets at Iran and Pakistan, slam- 
ming Islamabad for “lies & deceit” 
and saying the country had played 
U.S. leaders for “fools,” a refer- 
ence to frustrations that Paki- 
stan isn’t doing enough to con- 
trol militants. 


President Donald Trump waves 
as he arrives to board Air Force 
One on Monday in West Palm 
Beach, Fla. EVAN VUCCI/ AP 


Pakistani Foreign Minister Kha- 
waja Asif tweeted that his govern- 
ment was preparing a response 
that “will let the world know the 
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ss  TRAVELEXTRA -> ONLY IN THE EPAPER 
MAVAN HISTORY IS Travel Extra section 
SR. __ in today’s ePaper 
Explore extra travel coverage, 
available only to subscribers at 
statesman.com/epaper. 
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NATION & WORLD, A2 
Congress returns to full 
slate of difficult issues 


Deadlines loom ona shutdown, 
stabilizing insurance for children 
and whether to shield Dreamers. 
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